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natural buoyancy of disposition, his power of whole-
hearted enjoyment in things large and small, his ready
intuitive sympathy, preserved in Mm a spirit of fine
optimism to the end.

The conditions of his early boyhood were favourable
to the development of his natural inclination.

He was born on the 12th of September, 1855, at 4
Garthland Place, Paisley, on a day when the bells were
ringing for the fall of Sebastopol. He was the eldest
of a family of three sons and five daughters. His
father, David Cf-albreath Sharp, a partner in an old-es-
tablished mercantile house, was the youngest son of "Wil-
liam Sharp, whose family originally came from near
Dunblane. His mother was a Miss Katherine Brooks,
the eldest daughter of William Brooks, Swedish Vice-
Consul at Glasgow, and of Swedish descent, whose wife
was a Miss Agnes Henderson, related to the Stewarts
of Shambellie and the Hurrays of Philiphaugh.

Mr. David Sharp was a genial, observant man, hu-
mourous, and a finished mimic. Though much of his life
was of necessity spent in a city, he had a keen love of the
country, and especially of the West Highlands. Every
summer he took a house for three or four months on the
shores of the Clyde, or on one of the beautiful sea lochs,
or on the island of Arran, now so exploited, but then
relatively secluded. Very early he initiated his son in
the arts of swimming, rowing, and line fishing; sailed
with him along the beautiful shores of the Western High-
lands and the Inner Hebrides.

Mrs. David Sharp had been brought up by her father
to read seriously, and to take an interest in Ms favour-
ite study of Geology. It was she who watched over
her son's work at college, and made facilities for
him to follow his special pursuits at home. But the
boy was never urged to distinguish himself at college.
He was considered too delicate to be subjected to severe
mental pressure; and he met with no encouragement
from either parent in his wish to throw himself into the
study of science or literature as a profession, for such a